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With little fanfare; the - OF; :the trou. cooling costs from overall" - ina anit turning heat-up or -own astronomical costs?

New York State Legislature ble E:ind' wEx “ of -ob- - utility bills will be impossi- down - thus making the in- On ba.lagge, -it seemns ap-
-passed Chapter 555 of the taining - and transmittmg_ ‘ble, particularly in struc- formation of questionable parent that- the statute is
Laws of 1980 adding a new this information__to, each tures employing ~electric  value at best. fraught with insurmount-

Section 17-103 to the and. every person,hwho in heat exclusively. :In the The argument advanced in able difficulties - at least in
Energy Law entitled “Truth any form expresses. any in- situation of multiple dwell- the Legislature that this law its present form. . Con-
in Heating.”” Effective as ~terestin possibly purchasing . ings, a landlord knows that will encourage owners toin- sumers are ¢€o nscious
of January 1, 1981, this. or mnt1ng9 Any 0 owner or ‘rent for a particular unit sulate for higher efficiency enough of heating and cool-
statute pmwdes‘-m iessence -lessora wha qudst‘tb‘ﬁ?“the..qwas paid, but he won’t is ludicrous. What more in- g costs to make that a
that a seller or lessorscfoa - seriousness’of-a Drospec ive ,necessanly krow hoW"ofte];% cemwe does an owner n-:ed “Continued on page 14
residential structure; Aupon -purchaser  iorslessee” spand. - SR
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pective’’ purchasersor  ly submitting the heating ifi | ‘ UNITED CERAMIC TILE

lessee, must provide @ com- - forma’txun— extreses hlmself
plete set of heating and/ar- 3
cooling bills or a summary - :
thereof for the life of:the: i
structure  or - the» p:ec__ ng
two years - -whicheveris -
shorter - all under- penalty .
of a one hundred dallar fine sheriff’s 'sale’ or: by o
for each violatiam:®#ii&+ legalﬁadl iy - Int each ‘of
Although the requestneed = those’ “instances, ik Her
not be honored once:aicon-- of the housewmgl‘it‘very well
tract is signed, evensa cur- -be unablélto obtain records
sory analysis of, thq‘law of heating icosts-atidcould
reveals very sermu,s;n‘pmb- thereicmnot@mgly with
lems, not only for:sellers the statu €, even c:sl;h
and lessors; but I?oruﬁfwat» complaitt émilﬁ" 775" the
torneys as well. ‘Itisas a- statute m*naWrntenj'; be
practical matter; unwork- lodged agmnst"h '
able and dangeroiis ‘and; to ¢ “inclifsion in the
a significant exteng,eﬁmen- statute' o‘f’a r&d\mement to
- forceable. give cogias o™ ““cooling
Conceptually; t.h%tute ¢
“appears to be ap atttmpt 1o
rotect consumexs@gom
emselves. Prospective
house  purchasers:(or sepat
lessces) should and do know. ditioni
that the costs of heaxm'g,.an an .. OWIET:. a&
cooling are a signi! maafd" : separate» ‘oul sthe.
tor ‘in.the . ’fmpumh‘asc {or cost of:coe:}ingz
lease) ofa*homem \ ould 1 '
and do, often ask. or,r.he . As
appropnate records: tohelp
them make a_decisions. If
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theydonot u;sani‘a ran
atlorney will Te g&‘
raise. Thereforehgqso PETion s : L :
seem that the stat ’31‘!.-‘1' -SRIeBIoUsE WL I8 T 0y 2 £, Jericho 3 : 761 Smithtawn
nécessary in - 1S s d o atte ' T e Ho uumwuesw:ga.sns-s
stance. ay.-of ‘alte ura: Mon, 5
The law speaks ‘of 2 roll back”" burdens & L e _m&m-n.aum
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Who is a prospecuvei\gur- seems still: -mq;mnap,L 2 S i e B - o : :

chaser? How serious.doesa propriate to 1mposr_$|1 ol [
buyer have to be? Must.an formulation. & o S
owner of a housé. give ation . fc
copies of heating bills upon disclosed s not.if
written .tequest to every . ;
single person who  walks
through the house to take a
look? This creates ajmgc
burden and a patent-am- sonal habits of, uccupantsas,
et S chonld everv well. In many-instances,
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- Heating law
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is ‘trap’ for
the consumer
Continued from page 9
consideration when -pur-
.- chasing or renting. They
can, should -and do ask an
owner or -lessor: for past
bills. If such records are
not forthcoming, they. -are
free to suspect -or infer
.something untoward and
- refuse to go forward. until
‘ satisfied. Why then ‘have
this law on‘the:books?
- . “Finally, we have'the posi-
_tion of the lawyer in. the
middle. There is a possibili-
ty that every lawyer who
ever represents a purchaser
ar lessee may be deemed
“responsible to know of the
existence and import of this
obscure statute. . Even
assuming everyone in the-
» profession learns of it, there
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Furnaces/Air anditiori'ére Ll C'hi_rlfnn‘ 'sé;":_‘i Industria_l Stack’s -}-.C'hutes

Oualrty-engm'eered
design features.:

o All- refractory tirebox interior
with realistic fire-brick pattern
for the authentic logk of
~traditional masonmy.-

-+ » Standard integral cast: iron .

fuel grate assures. 'safe and”’
ﬁlClent fireplace use."*

» Decorative glass:-doors
(optional) improve heating
“efficiency and provide attrac-
tive-visual enhancement, ‘. :

. ¢-Outside combustion airkit*

Loptmnal) inceeases the RCs
. built-in heating efficiency..

s Umque two-wal chimney, the s ¥

TF air cooled Systempianeered
by Superior, assures safe
and gasy mstqilamn . ;

e Large screen size, 24" high, =
enhances opeping of fireplace.

= Smooth front'face permits
convenient ffush hearth
installations.

¢ Standard screens, fitted wnh
brass pulls, protect agamst
sparks. .

. ‘e Exclusive angled rear

refractory deS|_gned to simulate
appearance of a traditional
masonry fireplace.

e Special narrow!side face

* construction allows closer
‘installation of surround mate-
rials to firebox opening
enhancing the finished
appeatance.

e Energy- sawng?cam lock
damper enstireda-positive

‘may be considerable nsk 4dn
“neglecting to- mention to'the
client the rights  available
under this arcane section.
"In the heat of a humedly ar-
ranged contract . session,

truth in heating ‘may be: = R

.forgotten . or offhahdedly,
*dismissed by all parties.
But even careful. counsel

: may be at the mercy of a

forgetful and purposefully
aggrieved client. Suppése a
purchaser oressor was ad-:

vised by counsel prior to. . °
_ contract (remernber after .

“ contract is too Iate) of his

rights under: thetlaw -

together with-all the other:—
< matters -which=so 6rplex~
*“the layman mﬂ
- transaction.® The'purchaser:
~moves into the:house-and.
because the heatmg and.

e cooling costs=are so: high, .-+~
- |- faces ' a tenuous financial
_position, perhaps a fore-. .
_closure or bankruptcy. He = =

then is told by a friend that
his*Jawyer. certainly. should -
have advised the purcha&er

" in advance that heating and

coolmg bills were available.
Fa.tlmg to recall that counsel
did” advise him, he com-

%+ plainsito the grievance com-

_mittee, or -worse,‘sues. for
malpract;ée Farfetched?
One ‘would hope s0, but we
can hardly be certain.

“With the foregoing in

oS mmd some attorneys have

prepared a letter to be sign-
ed by the client at contract
acknowledging - that his
rights under the “Truth in
Heating”’ laW”"were €X-
plained and that he declined
to take advantage thereof.
It is certainly somethmg to
consider. :
-4 At the very least, at- -
torneys do their chents and
themselves a considerable
seryice in Hecommg familiar
“with ““Truth in Heating.””




